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Offices. In the case of her not arriving in a harbour in due time, 
the same must be made known to the Naval Office at that har- | 
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_ the officers of the navy in the harbour from which she departs. 
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)Fhow the Nichi Nichi Shimbun :— 
=g NOTIFICATION. 
| « Ansaisho No, 13. 
rR “To Shi, Fu, and Ken. se 
“ You have already been notified to stop all trade 
in lead and ammunitions of war, but as there is a | 
report current that the Satsuma rebels have lately |~ 
despatched some Hiuga men to Shikoku and Osaka | 
to buy up lead and ammunition, you are enjoined to} 
be still more watchful in your guard. ee 
| “SANJO SANEYOSHI, 4 
| “ Daijo Daijin. « 
_“« The 27th May, 10th year of Meiji.” ‘ | 


(Tue following general order has been ‘issued | 
by the Commander-in-Chief to the officers; 
of the army :-— 


“ When the rebels had suffered several defeats | 
succession, they adopted the tactics of entrenching ; 
themselves in na strongholds. At present they ‘ 
have again become aggressive and fight des  } 
now, if our army has become vain of its victori 
despises the rebels, and neglects to take the necessary | 
‘precautions, a calamity be sure to} 


my in 


ious and but 


of the whole 


bad effect. Now is therefore the time to stir up the 
soldiers to fix their on glory, and avoid the 
shame of a defeat. the officers are requested to 
‘bear this in mind, and to warn their men not to be 


too proud. 
" The 18th May, 10th year of Meiji.” 
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Showing the Rates of Postage Chargeable at the Imperial Japanese Post Office on Letters, Newspapers, 
etc., sent in the Mails to Foreign Countries on and after June 20th, 1877. 
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+ Prepayment compulsory, and only to the Frontier line. ® Prepayment compulsory. 


LIMIT OF WEIGHT.—To all the above Countries the limit of weight for Patterns and Samples of Merchandise is 250 grammes or 8{ ounces, and for other 
Articles (except Letters) 1,000 grammes or 2 pounds 3 ounces. 


VIA BRINDISI.—Letters addressed via Brindisi are subject to a charge of 3 sen per rate in addition to the postage given via Hongkong. Other correspondence 
via Brindisi is subject to no additional charge. 


POSTAL CARDS.—For transmission to Shanghai and Countries of the Postal Union Special Postal Cards will be issued at an early date, but meanwhile the 
Domestic Postal Card may be used, the additional postage required being affixed thereto in stamps. 


RETURN REGISTER RECEIPTS.—In addition to the Register Fee a charge of 4 sen is made for Return Receipts. 
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THE MEMORIAL OF THE RISSHISHA. 
With greatest reverence we present to His Majesty the Mikado 


: | rights, their provinces being placed under a 
int. The fendal system was thus entirely 
whole country united under one Emperor. 
4 the Army, Navy, and system of police 
oe | 


flies led in the history of the world ; so powerful has the 
fently become, that it may seem to many as though 
ai to place it on « levellwith European and American 
bain. reality our position is 
saffection among the agriculeavel classes and the 
the country in a state of constant Vv 
so exectlee an. otiietialk Miliiined-tanelia’ ) 
ther the Government oa ppiorhh ao Set ates 
.single day. It is our ‘opinion that all these evils 
that Your Majesty's ministers exercise s, power 


e¢ to the opinion of the Nation. 
unt the various events thsi have tallied place 


merely refer to what has passed in Your Own land since Your 
Majesty, favoured us by taking the reins of government. 

“The cause of the downfall of the Bakufu is is solely attributable 

to the tyranny of mi = ha their oppressing the people, 


it be overcome, but will adhdaial : 
of the Bakufu naturally 
by the efforts of the 

patriots it had selentlessly 
When Your Majesty came to the throne, the han were still power- 
ful, and the foundations of the Government were not firmly laid. 
But Your Majesty took ati otth beforé.the Gods that you would 
administer the Government in accordange with the just will of the 
Nation. In order to ascertain the popular feeling as to the best 
means to be pursued to. put the af ire gf the country in order, 
epresentatives of the various han ' rere Mmoned to Tokid, and 


| ot youre This pe pie into effect and the 
| former Lords of the lands were — governors (chiji) of 


, 
wy 7 f 


the. 


Ad reed Aan into ken, or which gave heimin equal rights, 
_with samurai, becanse they accord with the m io: 

+1t is clear, then, that the oath of the Em 

“observed, and a representative assem 

_ that the people may have a voice | 
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of the } ; lati : ve ti and j Ricial } lies and the i bit tion 
of a liberal form of Government : 
“ According to Our oath we do here establish the Genro-/n as the 


“fountain head of law giving. We create the Daishin-Jn to give 


‘public welfare, and so by degrees to build up a well founded politi- 
*‘eal structure for the welfare of ourcountry, and we are desirous 
“that each and everyone of you should partake in its benefits.” 
When Your Majesty subscribed to these oaths the people 
were put into a great state of joy, and on the issue of the above 
edict could not sufficiently praise Your Majesty's benevolence, 
looking confidently for the fulfilment of the several pledges. 
But it seems that Your Majesty's Ministers did not choose 
to act in accordance with the Imperial will, as before a month 
had elapsed they ignored it utterly. It is true that a meeting 
of the Governors of the Provinces did once take place, but in 


Moreover, when the first convocation did take place, sufficient 
poodle es periae gigs ag cog 4 gel tga 
assembly. Can it be said therefore, that public opinion was 
eliewed: any euprention, or that the people were in any way 
benefitted ? 


‘With regard to the Genro-Jn, its powers were’curtailed and its 
mode of administration changed at the whim of the Cabinet, so that 
it became essentially the same as the Sa-Jn,* The Daishin-In met 


powers of institutions that were intended to act as Legislative 
and Judicial bodies, rendered void by the arbitrary will of Your 


Majesty’s Counsellors. If the Imperial will be treated thus, what 


is there that the people will be permitted a voice in the 
allowed to unite with the official class in 


They speak as though they are 

only men in the country who know anything, and that all 
are Yet if they show no desire to do anything for 
promotion of the welfare of the people, they are no better than 
of the Bakufu whose place they have taken. If this 


"state of things is allowed to continue, when shall we get on to 


the real road to progress, and when will old and evil customs be 
abolished ? 

Those who have held the actual power in the Government since| were 
the Restoration are composed solely of men from Satsuma, Chéshiu, 
Tosa and Hizen, and to serve their own interests they all 
play into each other's hands. Although the Ministry limits its 
choice of members to the four provinces referred to, surely 
no once will say that these alone produce men of sense. Is this 


acting in accordance with the oath of your Imperial Majesty? 
In thie uniting the best intellect of the nation in an endeavour 


in their various ken, aud who received thele appohitetonts dering 
the confusion of the civil war. They go about from one depart- 
ment to another, and pretend to be perfectly acquainted with 
the affairs of each, but in reality they know little, if anything, 
about them. Witness the length of time they take to execute 
the simplest duties. The lower class of officials, in imitation 
of their superiors, treat all public matters in a similar spirit, 
as though they alone were personally interested in them, 
and in this way is the Government constantly chopping and 
changing. The officials have probably no special aims. They 
are men of about equal ability, bat one says ‘‘go east” the 
other insists on going west, and hence a state of constant con- 
fusion. The Prime Ministér can with difficulty hold his own. 
The legislative body. may be called /n or Xioku; its nature 
remains unchanged ; it is absolutely powerless..« As to the execu- 
tive departments,- when governors memorialize the Central 
Government it is very partial in ite decisions, approving on 
the part of one governor what it would reject if coming 
from another governor. As for the Judicial Depart- 
ment, although it is supposed to have been founded, its 
workings are far from satisfactory. For instance, the question of 
a mere collision between two vessels cannot be decided until after 
several departments have been consulted, and though it is cognizant 
of mal-administration in certain ken, it takes no steps to have 
the evil corrected. . Such facts as corrupt officials receiving 
the assistance of the chiefs of their departments in carry- 
ing out their evil practices are not unknown. The Cabinet 
Ministers have all their own way. When they wish anything - 
carried out in the several departments under their control, they 
bring it before the Cabinet which they themselves form, and give 
it their own approval. When a measure is enforced which may 
benefit one department, but is unsuitable to another, it is subject 
to constant alterations. Thus, notifications are always being 
altered and withdrawn directly after their issue, to 
the great misguiding of. the people. Indeed, the _fickle- 
ness of the Government is so well known, that when 
& measure is passed, the people say ‘‘ Well, it may probably 
remain in force thirty days;” so that the constant issue of 
notifications causes unending confusion. No sooner have the 
people become used to the working of some new regulation than 
it is changed, and though the lower officials must understand how 
extremely prejudicial all this is to the welfare of the people, 
yet they are compelled to obey the orders of their superiors 
without daring to utter a word of protest. All this causes the 
people to dislike the Government. 

Such important measures as the enactment of laws and the 
imposition of taxes are carried out by the Government without 
due consideration, for the reason that there is no system in its 
administration. At the time of the Restoration, the officials 

were appointed for a term of four years only, but the regula- 
tion was merely a nominal one, never having been carried into 
effect. 

In order to advance the pnblic welfare, public opinion must be 
allowed expression, and such liberty will be the foundation of our 
prosperity. Be its ministers ever so wise, itis natural to a Govern- 
ment to become despotic. With a country in such a conditionas ours, 
how much more likeiy is such a state of things to come about. 

The third evil is that the power of the country has been too 
largely concentrated in the Central Government. Officiale who 
recognised perpetually the evils of feudalism, have gathered to the 


daimios. This power is far greater than it should be, and it 
seems as though the Government was endeavouring to make 


D| iteelf as despotic as 


possible. : 
hdcomanpihionie dove vray bpehaanarngsrme Government, 


is strictly limited, they are called upon to perform an unlimited 
amount of work. 

The*establishing of schools, and the promotion of agricultural 
industries are no doubt necessary and excellent, but when the 
ideas are carried out to an extravagant extent at the expense of 
the people, the only effect is to create a great deal of ill-will. 

The country has been divided up into hen and various offices 
have been established in connection therewith, but they are so 
frequently changed, one office being divided into two or three, 
or several being amalgamated, that the greatest inconvenience is 
occasioned. The Government is, in fact, always endeavouring to 
to decrease the little power possessed by the local authorities, 
and to concentrate it wholly in its own hands. 

Last year the Government issued a regulation specifying the 
term of service of the local officials, and placing in their‘ hands 
a certain amount of responsibility in their discharge of the affairs 
of the ken. The authority granted them. is, however, far from 
being sufficient, and in order to check the power of the Central 
Government, far more freedom of action must be permitted to 
the local officials. 

The Government, in order to prove to the people that its 
administration is a just one toward them, should encourage the 
idea of popular Government and show, at the same time, that 
it can be influenced by opinion. But the action of the present 
Government is the reverse of this, for regardless of such con- 
siderations, it seeks only to accumulate the power in its own 
hands. The dwellers in the cities are rendered bankrupt, and the 
people in the country are brought to utter poverty. These are 
the sad results of despotic rule. 

The fourth evil is that the military system will never be placed 
on a proper open footing, until the mode of recruiting the army 
is made to agree with the form of Government. 

General conscription and poll taxes are not matters with 
which a despotic government should meddle. They can only be 
imposed by limited forms of government. Reforms can be more 
readily enforced by despotism, yet our Government, despotic 
as it is, cannot carry out and support measures of reform. 
In the conducting of a limited form of administration the 
people unite with the Government in the management of the 
affairs of the country, and peace is, therefore, more likely to be 
preserved under such a rule than under despotism. The people 
under limited forms of Government pay taxes in order to secure to 
themselves the happiness that arises from a sense of protection by 
the Government. They hold themselves responsible for the defence 
of the country and are willing to shed their blood in its cause. This 
proves that they understand the meaning of self government. 

But under a despotic rule the case is a very different one. The 
rulers possess absolute power while the people are in a condition very 
grievous to be borne. Whatever little money they may possess 
is wrung from them by taxation. Worse than that, they may be 
called upon at any time to give their blood. Surely such treatment 
of its people by a government cannot be pleasing in the eyes of the 
Gods who govern all. The people under this absolute rule have no 
responsible existence. The Government does what it likes, and 
enlists troops on the plea of necessary defence of the Emperor. 
The system of general conscription can never work well unless 
it accords with the form of Government. 

_ Letus show how the military system at present in force was first 
‘brought about. After the Restoration the military and civil duties 
of the samurai were abolished, and a proclamation was issued to 
the effect that the samurai and heimin should unite in forming 
an army for the defence of the nation. Regulations were published 
relative to the enlistment of young men throughout the country 
| of class, for the formation of regular forces. Now 
we do not hold that this system is bad, but we maintain that 
it is not suited to the present time, or, in other words, to the 
present form of Government. Since the above regulations were 
enforced, large barracks have been built, officers dressed out. in 
showy uniforms, the troops furnished with arms of the latest improv- 
ed pattern, and everything done in splendid form. Yet we see 
jon the -occasion of a rebellion breaking out in Kiushiu, the 
Imperial Army finds itself very hard pressed in the engagements 
jin Higo, Not only the whole of the regular army and re- 
serves have to be sent down, but, finding they cannot suppress 


of war, together with large numbers of samurai of various ken. 
Now police were not intended to be used as soldiers in the field. 
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the insurrection, police forces are armed and despatched to the sent 


The condition of our country may be compared to that of a house | | . 
ruled over by an obstinate and avaricious steward, who allows the | crease leecrense the allowance for their 
family » sufficiency of neither food ner clothing, 8 and who ¢ even gone jes theg. Ses ) also inerrae of Geercese the Cutie 


ithe) dase 66h murmur, causing to all the oud 4 
matters going on in this way, « fire breaks out in an adjoin 
which quickly spreads to the dwelling of the steward. The fa 
say “ Well, we have been existing without a sufficiency prytenms | 
“clothing, and have been despoiled of everything we once possessed ! 
* What i- the good of our making any efforts to save our own property 

‘ when it has been taken away from us?” And they run out of the 
house snying “ We are lucky as long as we escape with our —_— 
and they take no pains to extinguish the flames. 

Such an excellent i:stitution—that is, excellent in the eyes of the 
Government—as a poll-tax cannot be introduced in such countries 
as Japan. The people now consider it a cruel imposition. Like 
the conscription itis onlysuited to constitutional forms of Government, 
such is the Government that Japan requires. Vor werea popular 
vernment to be introduced, the people would get rid of their 
perably slavish customs and ideas, and feeling that they were to 
extent responsible for the administration of their country's 
irs, they would interest themselves therein, and become happier. - 
they would not then deem their blood too precious to be spent in 


their country’s cause, a feeling of patriotism that is sadly wanting ; 


We are of opinion that the first step toward the formation of a” 
lithited form of Government was taken when the duties of the come 
rai were aboliched. This was done principally in the interests of 
the people. Unless it was the intention of forming s limited Gov.” 
ernment, the object. of abolishing the duties of the samurai is not fi ; 
apparent, aq 

Under present circumstances the general conscription is useless, ; 
and the enormous eums spent in maintaining these forces produce «| 
fruitless results. The necessity of sending to the seat of war police- 


peaceful times, does not arise from indolence of commanders, nor 
want of discipline among the troops, but because the people have 
no idea of their responsibility in the affairs of the nation and because “=! 
nothing ie done to acquaint them with their duty. The using of © 
policemen as troops, servicenble as they may be to the Government 

in the present emergency, will not, we fear, prove a good thing in the 
end. Moreover, it is a mighty wrong that the people should haveto 
supply the means for carrying on war, and be compelled to sacrifice, 
their lives on behalf of a Government im which way Senna 
or voice. 

The fifth evil is the mismanagement of the Finances of the Nation. 

This is an evil from which all nations have for a long time had 
to suffer. In any country which has not a limited form of Govern- 
ment, the public are, as far as possible, kept in ignorance of the 
state of ‘'e exchequer. Since Your Majesty came to the throne 
large ve been supended in wars, public works, and the . 
like. FP net aware, as we see by the dismissal of offi, 
cials services are no longer required, that alll unnece-sary + 
expenses have been done away with. Accounts of expenditure are* 
also kept. This is all wel: and god, but the Government Depart- 
mente have had branch uffces in certain banking establishments, to 
which portions of the public moneys have been eutrasied, This 
has been done without first examining the financial conditions of 
‘such establishments. But there comes a day when the ruspicions. 
of the Government being aroused, it desires to withdraw ite deposits. 
Then. jt is discovered that though the Bank muy sell off every thing 
it owns, the proceeds will not suffice to pay back one-tenth of the 
Go ent money entrusted to it charge. In consequence of this, — 
the Goternment issued certain laws (concerning the depositories of = 
of nutional funds) which were acted upon by all the Ju and ken, 
and which by their action brought rvin to many a banking hodee. 

The consequences were felt in all quarters and the free circulation of 
the currency affected. 

The taxes of the fuand ken are collected and sent 
the This causes great scarcity of plage ae the 
and its powers of* production. The Government ‘shows 
great setivity: promoting schemes for agricultural industries, in 
pee “wp Yezo, and in establishing mavufacturies, but the off 
ciale appointed to take charge of such matters utterly mignenege 
whatever is entrusted to their care, and interfere with th just 
rights of the farmers and merchants. bavagangad vousar 
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‘but we do not see that the revenue is cconomicaliy used. We see, 


‘ people get no return in increased happiness for the taxes they pay, 


~. *o this it is necessary that taxes should be levied. Should the Go- 
, evernment rightly perform its duties, the people will readily acknow- 


- the people 


expenditure being in proportion to the work actually cg 
taxes represent the fruite of the people's labuur, won with great 
sweat and toil. The Government has taxed the people enormously, 


certainly, estimates of what is apportioned each year to the several 

but we are not shown how it ie expended. Reserve 
funds and surplus from the annual allowances are spoken of from 
time to time, but existence is very doubtful indeed. 

On coming into the capital from the country one is struck with 
the vast difference there is between the wealth of the former and 
the wretched poverty of the.latrer. It seems as though all money 
had collected in the capital and censed to circulate in the country. 
The nation is greatly troubled on account of this, but it is only be’ 
cause the Government: keeps everything secret from the people. 
Although it shows them tables of expenditure, it never lets them sr+ 
the real accounts, as to how such expenditure is conducted. 

With whom does your Imperial Majesty cousult with reference 

to the manner in which the expenses of war, cost of public works, 
a fonsigh woh eatin Shae and such like, shall be met? If the 


there must be some great mismanagement of the finances: 
The sixth is the present system of collecting the land-taxes, which 
an oppression too great to be borne by the people. 
‘It is the duty of a Government to watch over the people, to govern 
‘the country with s vole view to their welfare, and to enable them to 


their obligations. A proper administration can ‘only be se- 
cured through the adoption of constitutional Government, and when 
this takes place many existent evils will be done away. But under 
a despotic Government the people are kept, us it were, slaves. It 
impoees taxes at will. It boasts of its benevolence, but in reality 
are stripped of their rights and properties, and no heed 
is paid to their complaints. Owing to feudal influences, the method 
of collecting taxes has differed in néarly every province, and the’ 
issue of the edict providing for a general reform of the land taxes. 
bp which all the land in the country was to be taxed equally, 
caused great joy among Your Majesty's subjects. But the officials in 
their haste to carry this into effect caused o vast amount of in- 
convenience to the farmers, who were compelled to leave the culti- 
vation of their lands, and set to work to survey the ground, prepare 
meps, do this thing and that thing, while the officials insisted onthe 
taxes being paid before the value of the land was properly settied 
and apportioned. Thus the good intentions of Your ng in 
issuing this proclamation have been entirely frustrated by ‘i 
duct of your Mujesty’s officials. 

‘The Government introduces many reforms which are good in 
themselves, but are totally unsuited to its present despotic form, 
and which resulte in much evil instead of the good they are 
intended to produce. When they saw the Imperial decree of 
the 4th January, 1877, the people’s suspicions were again uroused, 
People psy taxes in order to promote their own happiness, and 
if they feel secure of this they pay willingly; but how does the 
Government to collect taxes before the value of the jand 
has been settled? ‘The Imperial degree is & good one in intention, 
but not in practice, for the Government can at its pleasure in- 
crease or dacrease the taxation. The farming class, who are the most 

of men, could not see the necessity of all this haste in 

the change of method of collecting the land tax, and pressed 
beyond endurance, rose in arms aginst the Government, deewing it 
better that the old mode should exist rather than that they should 
be putto such hardships as the speedy reform involved. Surely 
Cte acs ont ths’ WUAT'at Sour Saaghatel: Maleety : 
The newest Sas, Sevens geesers 85 the Government in 
the rights of the semurai and the common people. 

The samurai of Japan form a class that has existed since the middle 

ages. They were controlled by feudal lords, and their spirit of 
patriotiem, though confined to their own provinces, wasnoble. They 
possessed great virtues. They hated the idea of disgrace, they were 
rear Arca eager S they interested themselves in the ad- 
of the affairs of their respective han. The lord of « 
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ile eduestion nd knowledge. Steps should therefore be taken 
to reuder the people, by education, the equal of the samurai, so that 
they may be able to tuke the same interest in the affaires of their 
vountry, aud advance in happiness. This is the will of Your Saaperieg 
Majesty. 

But not only are the people prevented from taking any part in 
the Government, but the effort is made to bring the samurai down 
to the same slavish level as the lower classes. No matter how cruel 
or deceptive the edicts of their rulers may be, they are expected to 
make no remonstrance. A great mistuke hae been made in eudea- 
rouring to lower the samurai to the level of the common people, 
Encouragemeut should have been given tothe latter to raise themselves 
to the level of the samurai. Instead of this the Government has acted 
ina directly contrary mauner. Great consideration should be given to. 
this question. Lhe samurai have always taken part in the adminis. 
tration of affairs of their various dan since the commendement of 
feudal times; their minds have thus been familiarized with political 
matters, and they are not content to be deprived of all their prero. 
gatives. Although their services may be nv, longer required their 
minds remain unchanged. It is owmg to this that nearly all the 
meurrections that have taken place since the Restoration have been 
caused by the samurai. To raise a rebellion is undoubiedly wrong, 
but that the samurai should be driven to do so is certainly due to 
some mismanagement on the part of the Government. 

A wise man once said that as long asa man has plenty to do he 
is not likely to commit evil, but idleness is certain to lead to crime, 
The real cause of the samurai of Saga, Kumamoto, Hagi and Sateu- 
ma taking up arms against the Government is that they had nothing 
todo but brood over their grievances, This country cannot be 
coerced into tranquillity ‘by means of oppressivn until the race of 
samurai has died out of the land. The Government may exult 
over its conquests, but the country is weakened every time that i 
achieves a victory over it own people. 

This is the present condition of Japan. Public parame rare o 
way consulted. Effurte are made to hold both the samurai and the 
heimin in absolute slavery. They are granted no political rights. 
have no control over their own welfare. What does His 
suppore is the cause of all this misery? 

The eighth evil is the mismanagement of Foreign affairs. 

As Japan bas not a Conetitational form of Government, the people 
cannot enjoy peace and happiness. Neither does a country so 
governed obtain its just rights from nations with whom it may be in 
intercourse. For such errors the people hold a Government res- 
ponsible. There have been four mistakes committed with regard 
to Foreign affuirs—the Formosan expedition; the Curean affair; 
-| the cession of Sagahlien, and the revision of the treaties ; with all 
of these the honour of our country is: intimately concerned, as well 
nus the happiness of the Nation. Our people know that Cores is « 
country with which Japan has had intercourse from the most ancient 
times. Suddenly the intercourse was broken off, and when we sent 
an envoy thither he was befooled, and all has peepee Seiptiens 
Not only were the Coreans ineulting, but they threatened hostile 
resistance. It was proposed to nnd a wetub eae’ in emia 
against the treatment of the former one, but the Government eud- 
denly changed ite views, and nothing further was done. The people 
when they learned this became enraged, and their feelings found 
vent in the rebellion of the samurai of Saga. No sooner herds 
duppreased than sudden orders were issued for a hostile e: n 
against Formosa. The reason for the Government's uni ving 
this was perfectly incomprehensible to the people. What kind o 
race are the Formosans? they are under no King or Em 
but are ruled by some savage chief. They ne cnmatyene aie: 
a.set of savages are not'worthy of being spoken of. Coren is di 
It has av established Government with sie int id ead 
terms of friendly intercourse from times long past pisconre 
that our Government asked no explanation for a national insult 
from a country like Corea with an established Government, and y 
sent a hostile expedition aguinet such «barbarous iland ue Bormowa P 
The reason assigned was that the Formosans had been guilty © 
murdering some shipwrecked sailors from Loo-Choo. Now t 
nationality of the Loo-Uhooans has not jer hate BE 20 8 
mains undecided whether ‘they are subjects of Japan or Chins. 1 
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From the Nichi Nichi Shimbun, 
Permission has been specially granted to the temporary Sai- 
bancho of Kiushiu to apply torture (70-mon) to those who are 
| icipation in the present rebellion, and te’ 
lor ® | ae of the various prisoners 
be acquitted and released :— 
e > Fmperialist: lines by mistake | 


4 ae who were arrested on suspicion, but who 
Rg CMET canatees efi audit tomade eaaco then. 
i _ Art, 2.—The following are to be warned, and placed in the 
a of their relatives: 1.—Those who were compelled to 
ict as spies for the rebels, but who left them when occasion 
d and gave themselves up to the Imperialists. _ 2.—Those 
‘who under fear or compulsion furnished the rebels with supplies 
of provisions or munitions of war. Those who were compelled 
by the rebels to join the Kiodé, Chimbu and other Tai, but otherwise 
fendered no service to the rebels. 
> Art. _ following are to be placed under official sur-| * 
‘veillance :— .—Those who were compelled to act as guides or spies 

of the os and rendered them service in stich capacity. 2.— 
| who freely supplied the rebels with provisions or muni- 
tions of war. 3.—Those who voluntarily joined the Kiodé 
Chimbu and other Tai. 

Art. 4.—The following are to be closely confined: 1.—Those 
who have joined the rebels and voluntarily acted as guides or 
spies for them. 2.—Those who took up arms bor thd aafael cause | 
cong ochaaaperd fight. ‘acu 0 have, 
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as soon | 


at pol ial 
court in Kiushiu, the foreign editors criticized 
this very strictly, and our own newspapers also’ 
discussed the matter. We have constantly 
been against the use of torture, and reaps | 
expressed this opinion. The reason why we did » ~~" 
| not take part in the late discussion was that we 
did not know whether the re was true or not. 
This question not only affects the prisoners, 
but it is an obstacle to the improvement of our | 
administration of justice, it injures the reputa- 
tion of our country abroad, and prevents us 
from obtaining jurisdiction over the foreigners | 
resident in Japan. As these are matters of 
t importance, we did not wish to enter the | 
iscussion carelessly, but we made it our 
particular business in a hundred ways to 
enquire how far the report was true; but the 
rumour could not be traced to any reliable 
source, and we now understand that it was 
entirely false and without foundation. . Both 
‘the Hochi Shimbun and ourselves were miisled 
by it, and as we have circulated the false news 
along our readers, we feel heartily ashamed 
of our carelessness. | 
| a 
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“NOTIFICATION No. 66. 


It is hereby notified that the rate of interest. on} 


money due has for the future been fixed as follows. 
Arr. 1.—Interest on money due is either ‘ sti- 
pulated’ or ‘legal.’» | | 
Art. 2.—Stipulated is the interest which has been 
mutually agreed n between the contracting 
ies. If tho principal be 100 yen or less, then this 
interest shall not exceed 20 per cent. ; if the principal 


| be more than 100 yen but not more than 1,000 yen, | 
‘ then the interest shall not exceed 15 cent., and if | 


the principal be above 1,000 yen, then only 12 per 
cent. interest may be charged. Stipulations of 
interest, exceeding jthe above limits, are void, 
and shall, when brought before a court, be reduced 
to their lawful limits, 
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creditor and the debtor that the latter should pay a 
certain fine in case he did not pay the money when | 


due, the coturt shall have power to reduce the amount 
of that fine, if Guittieeed onseasiel . 


SANJO SANEYOSHI, 
llth September, 10th year of Mei 
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